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Knas - קנס
not technically liable for punishment.

A fine that a beit din levies on a person who is

Hoda'a - הודאה

particular action. A court accepts this admission as
legitimate in monetary cases, but rejects it in capital
ones, as litigants are unfit to testify against themselves. 

When a litigant admits to having done a

Arba Mitot Beit Din - ארבע מיתות בית דין

capital punishment that the beit din may impose. In light
of the severity of the punishment, the conditions for these
sentences are extremely difficult to meet.

The four types of

Skila - סקילה

is pushed off a cliff. If the impact does not kill the
convict, first the witnesses and then the general
community stone him/her.

A capital punishment in which the convict

Malkot - מלקות
punishment requiring the flogging of someone who
intentionally transgresses a prohibition.

Also known as “makkot,” this is a Torah

Drisha v'Chakira - דרישה וחקירה

determining the witnesses’ credibility. 
Interrogation - aimed at

Sreifa - שריפה A capital punishment in which the beit din 
pours melted lead down the convict’s throat, burning
his/her insides. 

Hereg - הרג Also called sayif (literally, “sword”), this is
the capital punishment of decapitation.

Chenek - חנק In this capital punishment, a cloth is 
wrapped around the convict’s neck and one person
pulls it from each side.

Hekdesh - הקדש An object dedicated to the Temple, 
that one may not use for non-sanctified purposes.

Ir haNidachat - עיר הנדחת

 the inhabitants are idol worshippers.
A deviant city in which most of 

Ibur Shana - עיבור שנה

beit din adds a month to the Hebrew calendar to create
a leap year.

The formal procedure by which the
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