Gentiles and Wine - What is the Logic?

What is the logic behind the prohibition of gentiles touching Jewish wine? How does the
logic how we understand this law and to whom it applies?

Questions? Comments? Email dinanddaf@amail.com

7,2 ,X:X' DNIOX NITOXN NRYY A mwn n"an .1
LNMIAD N NRI7 XMNY 72 1910 ANiYDl 0102 MoK DMBYYT 701N | N
When wine has been poured as a libation to a false divinity, it is forbidden to benefit
from it. A person who drinks even the smallest quantity of [such wine] is liable for lashes
according to Scriptural Law...
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When we do not know whether wine belonging to a gentile was used for a libation or
not, it is called "ordinary [gentile] wine." It is forbidden to benefit from it, as it is forbidden
to benefit from wine used as a libation. [This matter] is a Rabbinic decree. When a
person drinks a revi'it of "ordinary [gentile] wine," he is liable for "stripes for rebellious
conduct.”
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It is forbidden [to benefit from] any wine that a gentile touches; for perhaps he poured it
as a libation. For the thought of a gentile is focused on the worship of false deities. From
this, we learn that it is forbidden to benefit [even from] wine belonging to a Jew which
was touched by a gentile; it is governed by the laws that apply to ordinary gentile wine.

S oraTay 2
'R D TRINY A7 MR AT AN L R7UI0 R0 NP7 INNR AN D 072K 7RINY
A0 |' DIYN ia 'K 7¢Han

The Gemara relates another incident: Shmuel and Ablet, a gentile scholar, were sitting
together, and others brought cooked wine before them. Ablet withdrew his hand to avoid
rendering the wine prohibited to Shmuel. Seeing this, Shmuel said to Ablet that the
Sages said: Cooked wine is not subject to the prohibition of wine used for a libation, and
therefore you need not withdraw your hand on my account.
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if it is so that it was set aside, or if it is so that it was worshipped, then the gentile would
not have sold it to the Jew in the first place.
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they issued a decree prohibiting their bread and their oil due to their wine. And they
issued a decree prohibiting their wine due to the fact that it leads to familiarity, and
people will come to marry their daughters.
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Rather, they issued a decree prohibiting their bread and their oil due to their wine. And
they issued the decree prohibiting their wine due to the fact that this leads to familiarity,
and Jews will come to marry their daughters...
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And they forbade wine in order to distance themselves from them and their parties,
whose parties lead to marriage and licentiousness with their daughters, and the
prostitution of their daughters leads to idolatry, just as they did in Shittim, as it is written,
“and they called the people to the sacrifices of their gods.”
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...And the main decree gentile wine is because of their daughters (=intermarriage).
However, theywould not forbid benefit for this reason, just as their bread and their oil
(are only forbidden to eat, not to benefit from); but rather the rabbis treated it like libation
wine that had been poured before idolatry, which is forbidden by the Torah, because it is
similar to it...



A AT ATy U L9
DXY 2ND 2"T 0"annl Nt Nt KT -RNDW RTT XNMIE,D 7D XN 1R 7WInNnY 197 WOKI
TDWII 7WIaN D KIN MIN NATAN 22 7V 1017 IR 'RE7'RIN MIRY 0YN IR AT 0yN |2 27y
II0K7 NMNNY X7X DN DIYA DT RWYT 17V 1N07 'R1.0I1D0 TAIyn DY ININY? "nimi
D213 NTIAY7 101NV |I'D NXINA
And it is possible, since the cooked wine is not so common, and that which is
uncommon - they did not issue a decree about it. And the Rambam, z"l, wrote that if a
little honey or a little liquor is mixed with wine, since it is not appropriate to pour it on the
altar (for Jews), then it is like cooked wine and like beer, and it is permissible to drink it
with a pagan. And one should not rely on him because the essence of the decree is
because of their daughters (=intermarriage), but they were strict in prohibiting it with
benefit, since it was (=could have been?) poured to idol worship.
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With regard to a resident alien, i.e., one who accepted the observance of the seven
universal laws [commanded to Noah and his descendants], as we explained: It is
forbidden to drink his wine, but it is permitted to benefit from it. We may deposit wine in
his possession for a short time, but may not entrust it to him for a lengthy period. *Since
we do not suspect that he will use the wine for a libation - or allow other gentiles to do
so - we do not forbid one to leave it there for a short while. Nevertheless, if it is left there
for a long time, we fear that the gentile will exchange it with his own wine and as stated
above, it is forbidden for Jews to drink his own wine (see Rashi, Avodah Zarah 64b).
With regard to any gentile who does not serve false deities, e.g., the Arabs: *The
Rambam's wording has attracted the attention of the commentaries, for from the
beginning of the halachah, it appears that the gentile must accept all seven mitzvot,
while this clause appears to imply that it is sufficient for him to accept only the
prohibition against idolatry. The Kessef Mishneh explains that when the entire nation
does not worship false deities, then we do not fear that wine will be used as a libation.
When, however, that is not the case, a gentile must accept all seven mitzvot for his wine
to be permitted. It is forbidden to drink his wine, but it is permitted to benefit from it. The
Geonim rule in this manner. With regard to those who worship false deities, *Our
translation follows the standard version of the Mishneh Torah. The uncensored text
reads: "Christians, by contrast, are idolaters. It is forbidden to benefit...." The Rama
(Orach Chayim 155:1) rules that Christianity violates only the prohibition against shituf,
worshipping another entity together with God, and gentiles are not prohibited against



such worship. It must be emphasized that today, though many gentiles are nominally
Christian, their observance is minimal and they have an awareness of monotheism.
See also the statements of the Rama (Yoreh De'ah 123:1, 124:24) who quotes opinions
that maintain that in the present age, it is not customary for gentiles to pour wine as
libations to false deities. Nevertheless, the prohibition against drinking such wine,
however, remains intact. by contrast, it is forbidden to benefit from their ordinary wine.
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The wine of idolatrous nations is forbidden for enjoyment, and God for their contact with
our wine:

R. Moshe Isserless: It was decreed because of wine that was offered to idols, and in
this time when it is uncommon for nations to worship idols, the contact of idolaters with
our wine is does not forbid benefit, but only drinking; and likewise their wine is not
forbidden for benefit (but only for drinking), and therefore it is permissible to collect debt
from a non-Jew in the form of wine, for this is like rescuing it from their hands (Tur in the
name of Rashbam and Rosh and Mordechai). And the same is true in cases of financial
loss, such as if one transgressed and bought or sold, but ab initio it is forbidden to buy
and sell it in order to make money from it (Hagagot Maimoniot chapter 8 of Prohibited
Foods and Hagahot ha-Ashiri and Maharam Padua chapter 46). There are those who
are lenient in this too, but it is better to be stricter, and see chapter 132 (ibid. In the
name of Semag and Agur in the name of Geonim).
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One accepts offerings from Jewish transgressors so that they will consequently repent,
except for the transgressor, one who pours wine as a libation to idolatry, and one who
desecrates Shabbat in public [befarhesyal.
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See here for more halakhah I’'maaseh on this issue.


https://www.koltorah.org/halachah/shabbat-violators-touching-non-mevushal-wine-by-rabbi-chaim-jachter

